
 

Sunday March 7 was a positive 

day for us at St. Johnôs.  We wel-

comed Dave and Mitch Addler, 

Jeannie and Kevin Canwell, Bever-

ley Clinehens, Sharon Davis, and 

Carol Bower Foote as new mem-

bers into our fellowship.  These are 

people who have completed the 

first of our three-course series of 

classes called the ñ3 Môs:  Mem-

bership, Maturity, and Minis-

try.ò 

 

But even as we were welcoming 

these new members, there was 

confusion about what exactly these 

classes mean and who might con-

sider taking them.  The February 

newsletter contained a rather ful-

some explanation of these classes, 

but thatôs from the perspective of 

my head.  So here is another at-

tempt to put these classes in the 

context of our life together at St. 

Johnôs. 

 

Many of us have heard of 

ñinquirerôs classesò or 

ñconfirmation classesò for years.  

While completion of the ñ3 Môsò 

indeed will prepare one for confir-

mation, these are not your run of 

the mill confirmation classes.  

They seek to convey something of 

what we are about here in this spe-

cific parish of St. John the Baptist.  

Therefore, they include the vision-

ing work your vestry is doing.  The 

classes hopefully reflect our par-

ticular identity to those seeking to 

understand more about who we 

are.  (See related article on ñCome, 

Tell Your Story of St. Johnôs His-

tory Workshopò).  

 

At the Vestry Retreat in January, 

we spent one full morning engaged 

in a Bible study that revealed in 

clear terms what many these days 

recognize as five historic areas of 

involvement Christians should be 

about.  In the business world these 

might be called ñmetricsò meaning 

that we measure our progress as an 

organization by these five areas. 

They are worship, spiritual for-

mation (or discipleship), fellow-

ship, service (ministry and mis-

sion), and evangelism.   

 

The idea is that if a church meas-

ures itself by these five areas of 

engagement, and resists the temp-

tation to spend time or energy or 

resources on activities that are out-

side the scope of these purposes, 

not only will the church be bal-

anced but, the followers of Jesus 

who worship here will be leading 

balanced lives.   

 

The purposes also suggest a logical 

path of growth for individual 

Christians.  We want to first, bring 

people in; then build them up, then 

send them out. And in that order.  

 

When the church is just interested 

in bringing folks in, but not build-

ing them up or sending them out, 

thatôs not being faithful.  Likewise, 

when the church tries to bring peo-

ple in and send them out or get 

them deeply involved in ministry 

in any way, without building peo-

ple up first, that is just unkind. Fi-

nally, when people come into the 

church and just want to be built up 
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and built up and built up and arenôt interested in being sent out, thatôs 

selfish and gluttonous.  

 

  

The ñ3Môsò classes reflect these priorities: They have to do with bringing 

people in: Membership; building them up: Spiritual Maturity ; and send-

ing them out: Ministry and Mission.   

 

One of the most gratifying aspects of the Membership Class we com-

pleted in February is a significant number of long-time St. Johnôs parish-

ioners participated.  They then stood up with those taking membership 

vows on March 7th, by way of support. 

 

I continue to encourage members of the parish, especially vestry mem-

bers, to attend these classes.  I do so because whether youôve been an 

Episcopalian for one day or thirty years, weôve worked hard to design 

these classes for the twenty-first century, not the church of the good óol 

days.  

 

Blessings, 

Father Harold 

From 
the 
Rector 
continued  
from page 1 
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The Next Classes Coming Up 
 

Discovering Spiritual Maturity  is designed for those people who have completed the basic course 

and are ready to learn how to develop spiritual disciplines in their daily lives. This class explores 

the habits of the Christian life: daily time with God, study, prayer, and giving are presented.  Pre-

requisite is completion of the Membership class.  Maturity Classes will be offered on Sundays 

after church; April 18, April 25, and May 2.  Lunch provided. 
 

The third step is the Ministry/Mission Sensibility Class, for those who have completed the first 

two classes.  Scripture tells us that everyone has been created for a purpose. This class will help 

you understand that whatever ñjobò you do, you still have a ministry to the planet, with unique gifts 

to offer and be used.  The Ministry/Mission Class will be offered on Saturday May 15, 9:00 

AM to 1:00 PM. 

 

Finally, both the Maturity and Ministry/Mission classes will cover aspects of Anglican spiritual-

ity like ñHow Episcopalians read the Bibleò, ñGuiding yourself through the Book of Common 

Prayerò, the ñAnglican Footstoolò, a smattering of church history, and such.  Those who complete 

these classes will truly be ready to make the mature commitment that the sacrament of confirma-

tion is meant to be.   

 

Bishop Lamb will make his annual visitation on the Feast of Pentecost, May 23rd, to confirm or re-

ceive* those who have completed these classes, as well as re-affirm the Baptismal Vows of any 

desiring it.   

 

*If one has been confirmed as a Roman Catholic, Lutheran, or member of one of the Orthodox 

branches of Christianity, the sacrament of confirmation need not be repeated. 
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Schedule of Worship for Holy Week 

2010 
 

Maundy Thursday,  Thursday, April 1,  

7:30 p.m.  Maundy Thursday Liturgy 
 

We remember Jesusô last meal with his friends before his death.   In Johnôs Gospel this meal included 

Jesus washing his disciplesô feet.   The foot washing ceremony is offered at this liturgy for those who 

would like to participate.   We celebrate Christôs continuing presence with us in shared bread and wine.   

After the Eucharist, we conclude with the dramatic stripping of the Altar and Sanctuary, symbolizing the 

emptiness we would experience without Christ in our lives. 

 

Prayer Vigil 9 p.m. to Noon Good Friday 

 

A vigil will be held in the ñGardenò. 

Sign up for an hour in the back of the church 

 

 

Good Friday,  Friday, April 2  

12:00 p.m.  Good Friday Solemn Liturgy with Devotions at the Cross 

Celebrant and Preacher:  The Rt. Rev Jerry Lamb Bishop, Diocese of San Joaquin 
 

Our Bishop will be with us for The Solemn Liturgy.  It will offer the reading of St  Johnôs Passion, medita-

tion and the opportunity to venerate the cross as part of your Good Friday observation, with Taize music 

and prayers of healing for all who desire them. 

 

6:00 p.m.  The Way of the Cross for Children and Those Who Love Them 

 
Were you there?   A Holy Week Way of the Cross Service for Children and Those Who Love Them.  This 

will be an informal, tactile mini-pilgrimage, beginning outside (weather permitting) and ending in the 

Chapel. 

 

 

Easter Vigil,  Holy Saturday, April 3 

7:30 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter and Festal Holy Eucharist (incense)  

with Communal Feast following 
 

One of the most ancient of all liturgies, the Great Vigil of Easter has been called ñthe most moving wor-

ship experience of the Church.ò  From the small bonfire on the ñpavementò west of the church, we light 

the Paschal Candle, which is our light in the darkness.   By candlelight we process into the darkened 

ñtombò of the Nave and hear the covenant stories of God claiming his people.   With the proclamation of 

the Resurrection of Christ, all our lights will come on and the music will begin as we all wildly ring our 

hand bells.   We move into the resurrection of Christ as we celebrate the first Eucharist of Easter. 

 

 

Easter ï The Day of Resurrection, Sunday, April 4  

8:30 a.m.  Choral Holy Eucharist         10:30 a.m.  Festive Holy Eucharist (incense) 

12:00 p.m.  Childrenôs Easter Egg Hunt 
 

Two festival celebrations will be offered on Easter Day. 

Join us for Continental Breakfast between liturgies. 

The childrenôs annual Easter Egg Hunt will begin after the 10:30 a.m. liturgy. 



together. We have a truly dedi-

cated choir that has learned to 

enjoy participating through Lent 

and all of the parts of Holy 

Week. Our Youth Bell Choir 

has also done much to make the 

celebration of the Easter season 

a joyful time and they, along 

with the Choristers will be part 

of the beginning of the Palm/

Passion Sunday celebration at 

the 10:30 liturgy. In April, we 

turn our attention to celebrating 

the joy of Easter, of the Resur-

rection for seven weeks, the 

Great Fifty Days. It will be a 

wonderful time to get involved with 

making joyful music for worship 

through our ongoing music groups, 

whether that is Parish Choir Wednes-

day nights at 7:00 p.m., Youth Bells 

on Sundays at 6:00p.m. (resuming on 

April 11) or on Wednesdays with 

Choristers at 4:30 p.m. (resuming 

April 7); you are welcome to join us. 

Please contact Randy Knutson 

through the church office, 369-3381 

or randyknutson@sbcglobal.net.  

From the Music Director 

 As March 2010 comes to end, I 

am reminded of all the Lenten 

seasons and Easters that Robin 

and I have been at St. Johnôs. 

We started as the musical team 

here at St. Johnôs March of 

2000 and that year, it was just 

weeks before Lent began. We 

have had the privilege of being 

with you for ten years and what 

will now be eleven seasons of 

Lent and Easter Celebrations. It 

is truly a blessing and joy to use 

our musical gifts and those of 

the parish to help deepen our 

observance of these Holy times 
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     Sierra Service Project 

      (SSP) Update 
  

Our current fundraiser is a ósilent auctionô!  

Dan Kafton built a replica of our Chapel ï 

made out of wood ï beautifully done!  If 

youôd like to own a little piece of history, 

please make your bid! The Winner will be 

announced Easter Sunday.  Our goal is to 

raise $1,500- weôre a third of the way!   Do-

nations welcome.  

 

 

Vacation Bible School 

 
St. Johnôs will hold itôs Vacation Bible 

School (VBS) the week of June 28th.  

Please mark your calendars and spread 

the word to  your friends and 

neighbors ! 

 

This yearôs theme is óHeroôsò.  At Hero 

HeadQuarters, the children will meet 

unlikely Bible heroes who are often 

overlooked.  In fact, we donôt know a 

single one of their names!  They were 

not famous leaders or called by God to 

perform amazing miracles-yet their 

small acts were used by God to do won-

derful things! 

 

If youôre interested in assisting this 

week, please call Penny Wilson, Becky 

Loiacono or the parish office. 

mailto:randyknutson@sbcglobal.net
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Youth News  
  

This year our Youth Group again participated 

in the 30 Hour Famine. We ask for donation 

and pledges in support of World Vision, an 

international Christian relief and development 

organization, and then spend thirty hours to-

gether fasting. In this way we can, for a short 

time, feel some of the hunger of others in the 

world. During that time together, too, we do 

some Bible Study, have fellowship, prayer 

time, and do service projects. This year we met 

at St. Johnôs on Friday, February 26 and stayed 

over night at the church, breaking our fast on 

Saturday, February 27. The plight of Haiti was 

in our minds, as World Vision was active there 

before the earthquake as well as after it. We 

had hoped to do yard work on Saturday, but 

Friday night brought one of our strongest rain-

storms this spring, so those plans had to be 

abandoned. As a secondary plan, Katie 

Newsome had arranged for us also to help out 

Animal Connection on Saturday, which we 

did, walking dogs that are usually penned up 

all day, and youth group members played with 

puppies and spent time in the cat room. We 

raised over $400 for World Vision through our 

efforts. 


