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FROM THE RECTOR
Lent Provides Us with Spiritual Focus

Lent is coming early this year. Ash
Wednesday is February 17 (Holy
Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes
at 7 AM, Noon, and 7 PM) Not-
withstanding having barely caught
our breath after Christmas, | will
admit it: | love Lent.

Lent is that time in the corporate
life of a worshipping community

in which we get to travel on a kind

of group pilgrimage into our dark

places, our unfulfilled longings,

and our hope for renewal. Lent
provides the structure to remove
some of the familiar props that
keep us comfortable and unreflec-
tive, and gives opportunity to ex-

plore the hidden places to our
souls, if we are courageous enough
to do it.

Erskine Clark has written that Lent
is a time of hunger---9gt mf d
truth -telling and a genuine repen-
tance that flows from such truth -
telling: and hunger for forgiveness
from the One who knows the truth
about us but who nevertheless
comes to us with the offer of amaz-
hmf fqg bd-E€

A good place to start is the Book of
CommonPrayem - f d 1549
X nt sgdgdenqdh
of a Holy Lent, by self-examination
and repentance; by prayer, fasting,
and self-denial; and by reading
" mc | dchs ™ shmf
Vngc- €

shop on February 6, and the sub-
sequent Tuesday evening classes
provide a perfect context within

vghbg sn c¢cddodm

(See related article, page 6 of this
issue) | heartily recommend this

form of prayer, as it has been a
cornerstone of my life for the last

twelve years. Moreover, the ex-
perience of learning in a group

provides support.

In Lent, we also need to be looking
outward to renew our conscious

connection to all of humanity. In

@q mn k ¢ S nTemvaldnk ¢lis-
tory of the World he argues that the
average life of a civilization is

about 200 years; that cultures go
through cycles, moving succes-
sively through stages, until they

eventually come full circle.

g The mygle begins with Bondage

and moves to Spiritual Faith; from
Spiritual Faith to Great Courage;
from Great Courage to Freedom;
from Freedom to Abundance; from
Abundance to Complacency; from
Complacency to Apathy; Apathy
to Dependency; and finally, De-
pendency back to Bondage.

Whend arb welirhthad cycle? And

S nhow gnight wea contripute tm khe

renewal of the spiritual fabric of
our culture? In an effort to pro-
vide support for your reflections

n on thése sspes and otHers, every

member of the congregation will

receive a Lenten Devotional Guide

These practices, of course, are the on the Last Sunday of Epiphany

non-negotiable essentials for an
active spiritual life. The Introduc-
tion to Centering Prayer Work-

(February 14). Consider this guide
U kdmshmdagqr

continued on page 2
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is designed to deepen our awareness of theMillennium Development
Goals ratified by 191 countries in the United Nations and adopted

From by the General Convention of the Episcopal Church as a major area
the of focus.
Rect_or In Lent, we are given opportunity to offer God our intensified focus
continued on our spiritual lives, for ourselves, for the life of our little worship-
from page 1 ping community, and for the life of the world.

Blessings,

Fr. Harold+

Welcome Anne, Keith, and Kate Smith!

By the time you read this, likely you will have met do the work of God in the world.

and spoken with Anne Smith, a seminarian at

CDSP, who is fulfilling her Field Education re- Supporting me in my ministry are my husband,
pthqgdldms ~ s Rs- | ngmgr c KeghhangrofedsbrGf Political Science; our sixyear-

old daughter, Kate; and our second child, due in
Here is a brief reflection from Anne on how she April. We seek a community where we will all find
sees her ministry as an ordained person in the a home as well as a place for me to offer my priestly
Church: service with warmth, intelligence, and humor.

I want people to know and experience Christ, the
inclusive, welcoming, all -embracing God. | com-
bine this mission with a passion for the theology
that guides what we as Christians and Episcopali-
ans do and who we are. | seek to integrate the best
of our theology into our church practices in ways
that give meaning to our lives at the communion
table and beyond.

Lx | hmhrsgx enbtrdr nm-oqnuhc
a'rd€&€ enq sgd vngrghoohmf bnll
to provide nourishment in prayer, communion,
mutual support, education, and fellowship, and to
enrsdg sgd bnll tmhsxagqr hcdmsh
disciples uniquely gifted for ministry and called to

9gnl d
cq vm

d gh mf ne
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Liturgy & Worship

Candlemas Celebration Sunday February 7th

Candlemas is a little known but quite special festival in the liturgical year. It is also known as the Feast of
the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, as well as the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

According to the Mosaic Law that governed the religious life of Mary and Joseph, the mother of the child
was presented in the Temple for a rite of purification (40 days after birth for a male child; 80 days for a
female child); and the child was presented at this time as well, as a way of giving thanks for the birth and

cdchb shmf sgd bghkcger khed sn sgd rdquhbd ne Fnc-

This obscure Feast Day has so much to teach us about aging, about parenting, about expectations and
knrrhh hmcddc “ants "~ kk sg s hr hmunkudc hm khuhmf
and bring a child or a grandchild (regardless of the age of the child) with you. If you are a child, bring
your parents.

We will experience both beautiful symbolic worship (with candles!!) as well as celebrate our best hopes
for our families.

Candlemas will be celebrated at both the 8:30 and 10:30 liturgies.

Ash Wednesday Liturgy

7:00 a.m. Imposition of Ashes & Holy Eucharist
(Chapel)

—

12:00 p.m. Imposition of Ashes & Holy Eucharis
(Chapel)

7:00 p.m. Imposition of Ashes & Holy Choral
Eucharist (Church)

February 2010
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Liturgy & Worship

iwe wil
convene

three

Wednesday

evenings|f .0

Engq nt q Il trhb
February will bring the coming of

Lent and preparation for that season,
followed by Holy Week and Easter. If
you have considered joining our Par-
ish Choir for a season, this would be a
wonderful time to consider it. In addi-

tion to singing at the Ash Wednesday
evening Liturgy on Wed. Feb. 17, we
will rehearse in February and March
not only for the season of Lent, but
also to prepare ahead for the beauti-
ful services of Holy Week and the
celebration of Easter. Our Parish
Choir rehearses on Wednesday nights
at 7 p.m. and sings primarily at the

f gnt 430 Litsgy. Rs -

Lenten Soup Supper and Study Series

This year's Lenten Supper series will fe

ature a study of the trials of Jesus in

the wilderness. Why is Lent 40 days? Partly because that's how long Jesus
fasted in the desert! Anne Smith, our Seminarian in Field Education, will
lead a study of Jesus' encounter with temptation. Together we will explore
how Jesus' example speaks to our lives today. We will convene three
Wednesday evenings: February 24, March 3, and March 10. Supper will
start at 6 p.m. and the program will begin at 6:30, ending promptly by 7:30
(in time for choir rehearsal!). Childcare will be available. Soup Supper

signup sheet is on the ministry table.

Music Musings

Il ngmagr

Choristers, our offering for elemen-
tary aged kids, will meet most
Wednesdays in February (not Ash
Wed.) at 4:30 p.m. for one hour. We
gnod sn r hmf TS
and usually participate fully in the
10:30 Liturgy on Palm/Passion Sun-
day, which this year is March 28. We
do more than singing, learning the
basics of music reading (note names,
rhythms, etc.) and playing bar in-
struments called Orff instruments
and sometimes handbells. We sing
when we are ready and are always

St . Johnods

Epi scopal

+open to new members coming on
Wednesdays.

Our Youth Handbells will continue to
practice on Sunday nights at 6:00 p.m.
and before things get too busy in

RMarch werwguid gvelconhemewlmem-b g

bers to join us in February to learn
some of the basics of ringing and
reading notes. Playing handbells is a
great, easy way to start learning to
read musical notation and a great way
to share that experience doing it with
others.

Church Page 4



Children & Youth

Rs- | ngmagr

During the month February, our Youth Group
will be doing a number of things that are chal-
lenging and rewarding. We will host, cook and
serve our annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper on Tuesday, February 16 the day be-
fore Ash Wednesday. This is always an enjoy-
able time for those that come and for us to pre-
pare. This year, it is especially exciting because
we are working to send our first group of
young people on the Sierra Service Project
event and all our proceeds from the supper
will go to that end. Look for the announcement

in this Newsletter for times and prices for

when the Shrove Pancake Supper is taking
place and support our youth people on this

new adventure.

Also, at the end of the month, during Lent, we
will be participating in the 30 Hour Famine
that World Vision sponsors every year. We
will be fasting for 30 hours, learning about
those in need, with a special accent this year
nm sgd okhfgs ne sgnr
your support and welcoming new youth who
have never done this before, to try spending
time with us for this great event. We will be
nar dguh mf sgd E | hmd
over night on Friday February 26 and conclud-
ing the Famine on Saturday, February 27. Sed
Randy Knutson or Katie Newsome to find out
more about these events.

)

Knt sg

Fgnto

Youth Snow Trip

The kids had a meeting to decide
about the Martin Luther King Jr
holiday...movie? Or stick with
planned snow trip in spite of the
storm! Never miss an opportunity
to play in the falling snow!

We loaded up two vehicles, three
adults, seven high school kids, and
two dogs, and ventured out into the
weather (with chains). We had a
wonderful two hours of snowshoe-
ing, snowball fighting, and sled-
ding!

hm G  hsh- Vdqokk ad rddj hmf

TS

Youth Snow Day,
January 18
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Children & Youth

Rs - Il ngmQr
looking for children 12 years old
"mc to
hearsed and mentored by two of
our members, Kathy Bell and
Nancy Thompson, who have ex-
tensive experience in theatre and
drama. For more information
please contact Kathy Bell.

Bg khbd Ok  xdgqr

Sgdxgkk

Shrove Tuesday

Pancake Supper

Ft hkc hr
Tuesday, February 16

st f gs +frog §00pm A 7:30 pm

Tickets: $7
Seniors/Children: $5
Family Pack (up to 5) $20

Join us for a great pancake supper with
all the trimmings and help support our
youth! For more information, call the

parish office.

Sunday School

Through the Sunday of February 14th,
we are still continuing the theme of

"How Do We Know Jesus is God's
Son?" This has been a very excit-
ing few weeks. We are learning
about the Miracles that Jesus per-
formed. We are practicing to sing
"This Little Light of Mine" for the Feb-

ruary 14th 10:30 a.m. church ser-
vice. Please join us if you would like

to sing and come and support our
kids by attending the February 14th
10:30 a.m. Service.

Our Lent Rotation will begin on Sun-
day, February 21st. We are looking
forward to an exciting season. Our
goal is to schedule another song for
our kids to performing during this
time. Join us in Sunday School to
learn more.

Penny Wilson

St . Johnods

Sierra Service Project
(SSP) is underway!

SSP will be visiting the Wiyot reservation out of
Loleta, California the first week of July. Our
core group will leave July 4 and return on July
11. They will be helping families repair/build
homes on the reservation. In order for us to take
advantage of this great opportunity our teenag-
ers have to raise the funds to cover the cost of the
trip.

Watch for our fundraising efforts; all youth are
encouraged to help.

Epi scopal Church
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Adult Spiritual Formation

Introduction to Centering Prayer

Centering Prayer is a gentle, silent method of consenting to God's presence and healing
action within us. Based on the rich Christian contemplative heritage, Centering Prayer
offers us a way to be open to God. By taking time to "rest in God" each day, we open
our awareness to the gift of God's presence. Come learn more about this prayer.

"The root of prayer is interior silence. We may think of prayer as thoughts or feelings
expressed in words. But this is only one expression. Deep prayer is the laying aside of
thoughts. It is the opening of mind and heart, body and feeling--our whole being--to
God, the Ultimate Mystery, beyond words, thoughts, and emotions."

(Open Mind, Open Heart, Fr. Thomas Keating)

Saturday, February 6, 9:30 am - 3:30 pm
and the next 6 Tuesday evenings, 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church
1055 S Lower Sacramento Road, Lodi, CA 95242
www.stjohnsoflodi.org (209) 369-3381

Suggested Donation is $40.
(No one turned away. Scholarships available on request; please ask if money is a difficulty.)
Bring a lunch. Coffee, tea and refreshments will be provided.

Presented by Susan Turpin, presenter from Contemplative Outreach. The program includes
talks by Contemplative Outreach presenters and instructional video tapes by Fr. Thomas
Keating. The book Open Mind Open Heart by Thomas Keating included. Participants will prac-
tice Centering Prayer together at each session. There will be time for questions and discus-
sion. For more information, visit www.contemplativeoutreach.org

For questions, please contact Susan Turpin at (209) 639-8840 (slturpin@me.com)

To assist us in planning, please let us know you are coming by calling Ann Marie at
the church, (209) 369-3381.
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Adult Spiritual Formation

Mdvbnldgro Bk rrdr sn Adf

What has happened to Confirmation? This is a question that rightfully gets asked a lot in the Episcopal Church
sgdrd ¢ xr - H bgdbjdc sgd o ghr g qdb n g2009) ariotal oRwelve peat g mg r +
okd g ud addm bnmehgldc ng qdbdhudc gdgd- Sg sQr °~ q sd

Lngd hlongs ms sg m an rshmf sg°s ©®k ' rs shld sgd ahrgno
hrg---&€ hr sgd rohghst k engl > shnm hrrtd9 Odnokd vhrghi
something about the Christian community they are joining. Or, to put it differently, in the increasingly polarized

religious climate of post-modern America, we need to be able to say what we believe and why.

With aduts vgn vhrg sn "~ eehkh’ sd v h Mg apprgathgdQpmfimmatiorgpdepgadatiorl Qlasl r d q u
been to systematically lay the foundations that will provide a clear path for the person who comes to us with little

ng mn oqduhntr dwodghdmbd vhsg sgd bgtgbg- Vghkd sghr |
odnokd vhrghmf | dladqgqrgho ~gd rhlokx ©®sqgq mrk shmf€&€ eqnl

is to provide a path intended to produce mature, active followers of Jesus. | affectionately call this core curriculum

thed2 LQr9 Ldladgrgho+ L stghsx+ "mc Lhmhrsqgx-

The Membership Class is designed as the basic introductory class for everyone who wants to become a member

ne Rs - whethemilgey have been involved for 40 years or 4 days. The class is even for those who are not

dudm rtgd sgdx “~qd Bgghrsh mr+ nq vgn ¢ u-gdaced todrsespackedr ~ an
with information about basic Biblical understandings of what it means to be a human seeking God, some core

teaching about the Anglican Communion, what is means to be a church, and lots of time for questions. Upon com-
okdshnm+ odnokd ~gd hmuhsdc sn s jd sgd ehqrs neehbh  k r
Qa  oshydc | dladg€&€ ne sgd Dohr bno THe MBngbership €lass Wil kg offesed a d h mf
after the 10:30 Sunday Liturgy (around noon) beginning in February for three weeks: February 7,14, and 21.

Each session lasts about an hour and a half.

Discovering Spiritual Maturity  is the second step, and is designed for those people who have completed the basic
course and are ready to learn how to develop spiritual disciplines in their daily lives. This class explores the habits
of the Christian life: daily time with God, study, prayer, and giving are presented. Prerequisite is completion of
the Membership class. Time and date to be announced.

The third step is the Ministry/Mission Sensibility Class , for those who have completed the first two classes.
Scripture tells us that everyone has been created for a purpose. This class will help you understand that whatever

i na€ xnt c¢cn+ xnt rshkk g ud °~ | hmhrsgx s Aimsanddae tobends + v
announced.
Ehm  kkx+ enqg sgnrd | dladgr ne Rs- I ngmQgr vgn g ud bnld s

the ©® 2 L @ thedr equivalent, and who wish confirmation in the Episcopal Church, there is the Adult Confirma-

tion Class. Sghr bk rr vhkk bnudq “rodbsr ne @mfkhb™ m rohghs
O9Ft hchmf xntqrdke sgqntfg sgd Annj ne Bnllnm Og xdg€+ s
tory, and such. Set in the context of the formation classes, which will have been offered, baptized members of St.

I ngm@er vgn bnlokdsd sghr bk rr vhkk sqgqtkx ad gd c¢cx sn |°
mation is meant to be.

Sgd @ctks Bnmehgl "shnm Bk rr vhkk ad needgdc hm @oghk nq
on the Feast of Pentecost , Sunday, May 23, 2010.

Please feel free to ask questions about any of these classes.

Fr. Harold+
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Outreach/Compassion

What is Compassion DIn/Out Reach
All About??

9@mc Fnc hr “akd sn oqnuhcd xnt vhsg dudgx akdrrhmf hm
xnt | "x rg gd “atmc mskx hm dudgx fnnc vnqj-E€
2 Corinthians 9:8

| believe that St. Paul states it very succinctly in the above scripture as to what Compassion is all aboutD

sharing with others. Remember our own abundance carries with it the responsibility of sharing. And we

gdgd s Rs- Ingm@r “~gd akdrrdc vhsg "~ at mc mbd Sghr rg
good works, prayers, and abilities.

rr Bnlo rrhnm Lhmhrsgx sqghdr sn

Rs - I ngmQ
hm ngcdgq sn gdko nsgdgr vhsg ehm m

d bg nts sn n.
R kdr ( h°

q
b k rtoonqgs at
Sometime we forget that there may be members of our own church who may need some financial or other

help. Compassion has funds to help here in our own church and the community. If you hear of anyone

who needs help, please let us know.

The Parish through Compassion Ministries supports the two Blood Drives during the year, gives monthly

food baskets to the Salvation Army, Meadows Depot, OB Clinic and Lodi Community Center, cooks for

sgd R ku shnm @l x "mc ctghmf Bgghrsl  r g r sgd @mfdk S
Kids.

BUT, can we be doing more for others??

Bnlo rrhnm g r rdudm e hsgetk | dladqgr9 I d mmd B mvdkk+
worth, Pat Fehling, Elfonda Filomeo, and Paula Saubolle. We pray that in 2010 we will see more members

coming to our meetings and giving us NEW ideas as to how we can help others here in our community

and beyond.

Vg s c¢cndr qd bghmf nts sn nsgdqgr | d" m sn XNT> @mc vg s
We are asking you to prayerfully think about what our Compassion Ministry should be doing -39 Ax f huh mf

ne ntqgrdkudr "mc ntqg gdrntgbdr vhsghm Rs |l ngmgQr O ghrg
Bnl o rrhnm@gr Uhrhnm Rs  sdl dms(

Okd rd kds " mx ne ntq | dladgr g ud xntg sgntfgsr nm oqn
our Compassion Ministry. Better yet, come to our next meeting on March 4th, at the church at 6:30 pm

and tell us what you think Compassion should be about!

Pat Fehling
Compassion Leader
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Outreach / Compassion

Thank You to Cookies and Kisses
Christmas Bell To Be Sold by
Ringers for the Compassion

Salvatlon Army On February 14th, Valentines Day, Com-

passjon will again be selllng their tr
t|ona‘g8a'gge3 fle9n Bdmentade? co?klg
and chocolate kisses. Please plan on buy-
ing a bag or two for your loved ones.

Eng sgd ehgrs shld ' qgdbdmskx(
ringing bells for the Salvation Army on December 9 th
2009. We promised an eight hour day to the Army and
we all rang the bells with joy!

We are asking the parish members to help
bake the cookies. You will be provided
with the mix, the bags, red ribbon and
kisses for this project. All materials will be
available on Sunday the 7h so that you can

hf h hurch
Hol g oox sn qdongs 'rhmpd H r|nr§te|sed%e§:lézle((t)?bcgl%c on?j sg‘s
at

mhfgs ( sg‘s_vd snnj hm_1udq (eraﬁ "We areh mg@ﬁ?jo)ie%so '
grams in 2010! Congratulations to all of you and a big only need about 10 people to help

thank you for helping out.

We give thanks to: Karen & Corky Kuykendall, Patsy
and Bob Gorczyca, Mary Dawson, Chester George,
Ann Marie and Mitch Addler and Pat Fehling who
helped with this Ministry.

Thank You!
Mdws xd g+ kdsgQr sgx ~ mc |ghmf e%nq 0gvn cC Xr

Food for Others

CnmQ@gs engfds sn aqhmf
that we can give it to the organizations in

town who feed the needy and the poor. The

baskets for food are under the Ministry table.

Our costume makers for the Painless
Pageant, Deb, Kathy, and Norma, busy
at work

St. Johndés Episcopal Church Pael



Parish Life

Fr. Harold Clinehens will be celebrating the
30th anniversary of his ordination as priest
on February 23, the Feast of St. Polycarp.

Fr. Harold was ordained to the priesthood by The Right
Reverend Christoph Keller, Jr., Bishop of Arkansas on February 23, 1980 at S
D John's Episcopal Church in Harrison, Arkansas. He was ordained to the Dea-
conate on June 9, 1979 at Trinity Cathedral in Little Rock, Arkansas, after receiv
D ing his M. Div from Church Divinity School of the Pacific (CDSP) in Berkeley,
California. In addition to serving parishes in Arkansas and Texas, he was Rec-
) tor of St. Paul's, Benicia, California (nine years); and Rector of the Episcopa
Church of St. Wilfrid of York in Huntington Beach, California (seven years).
), Before coming to St. John's, he enjoyed doing interim ministry in the Diocese of
N Arizona for almost three years.

ANNT AT AT AN A

A festive reception will be held at St. John's on Sunday, February 28, 2010 fol
lowing the 10:30 a.m. service. All are welcome.

The children lining up for the

33DLQOHVY 3DIJHDQW ™ &KULVWPDV
Eve

The Christmas Story on Christmas Eve

February 2010
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