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MESSAGE FROM THE RECTOR
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Typically, we attend St. John’s to be with people we love, or because we are looking for a spiritual family.

There is a power in the love of a Christian community that can lift our spirits and give us a good shot in the arm

for the coming week.  Friendships that include worshipping together often possess an extra quality, like adding

a zesty spice to a dish.

Often we attend services to be consoled and comforted. We find in the liturgy a sense of hope that helps us

meet the challenges and setbacks of life.  There is so much bad news, so many reasons to be anxious and

fearful. From the personal frustration of trying to untangle a bureaucratic mess, to global tragedies of wars and

famines, we experience a constant procession of worry.

Church is a place where we can leave those cares and be unburdened from the guilt that weighs down our

hearts. Last week a person who felt trapped by sin pronounced with great anguish that if he were to die that

very moment he would not go to heaven.  At church we can unburden our souls of that personal guilt and we can

secretly admit to God our sense of inadequacy. We long to gain a sense that God takes that guilt and inadequacy

away; we yearn to feel comfort, consolation and hope.

Often we attend church in order to provide a service to our children or to ourselves. They need to learn about

God or to be instructed in proper morals, so we take them to church so that a teacher, youth leader or pastor

can help raise them in the faith. Like our children, we also want to grow closer to God and to deepen our

spiritual roots.  We seek to know more about the Bible and to feel comfortable speaking about Jesus.

As you reflect on these reasons for attending church, you can recognize their merit, and I trust that you resonate

with some or all of them. You might even add to the list.  As good as these reasons are, the one essential motive

is much more important. The real reason for going to church is to worship God. Our purpose is to glorify Jesus

Christ. We gather in the name of Jesus Christ to love God and to serve in his name. To be even more specific,

the main reason for participating in St. John’s is to offer Christ our praise and adoration. We are here for God,

not for ourselves or for our children.

If we worship on Sunday so that we can get something out of it, then we are putting ourselves first.  Con-

versely, to stay home because last time we did not feel comfort, peace or happiness is a subtle way of putting

ourselves ahead of God, as if our needs and happiness were more important. This is a subtle form of self-

worship.  When we worship in order to honor and glorify God, then we are putting God first and truly being

Christ’s body.

Why do we come to church on Sunday?  What is the purpose of our atten-

dance?  What motivates you to attend services at St. John’s?  I remember

Jim, a parishioner in my former parish, who explained that for years his

reason for attending Trinity was business. He could see current clients and

meet potential ones, and it was good for his image as a lawyer.

There are, obviously, some inappropriate reasons for participating in the

Sunday services. Before maturing in the faith, Jim practiced one of those.

On the other hand, there are helpful motivations that can encourage us to

participate, but that should not become our primary motivation. Let me

explain.
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We need each other to be present, because together we can better glorify Christ and worship God. This is the true

source of joy.  A full house of prayer and singing makes a pleasing offering of thanksgiving. This Lent I exhort those

of you who have lost the holy habit of regular attendance to return.  I invite all of us to focus on the true purpose of

attending St. John’s.

One Bible passage that has become a type of mantra for me keeps me focused on the true meaning and purpose

of my life. I know of a nun who has placed these words over the entrance to her cell, so that she sees them

several times a day.  May they also be a blessing to you this Lent and for the entire length of your days.  “We

who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live to the praise of his glory” (Ephesians 1:12).

 Let us live to the praise of Christ’s glory.
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The Arts at St. John’s presents

Led Ka’apana
and

Mike Kaawa

Led Ka’apana, mastery of stringed instruments, particularly slack key

guitar, and extraordinary baritone and leo ki’eki’e (falsetto) voice have

made him a musical legend.  His easy-going style and kolohe (rascal)

charm have made him favorite of audiences from Brussles to his birthplace

on the Big Island of Hawaii.  Recognition by his peers earned Led a

Grammy Award this year.

Mike Kaawa is Hawaii’s finest 12-string guitar player and one of the best

known and highly regarded musicians in Hawaii.  Mike describes his music

as ‘Hawaiian with an attitude.’

Join us Saturday, April 21, 2007 at 7:00 pm.
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COMPASSION MINISTRIES

Compassion members thank all of St. John’s who purchased our cookies and centennial mugs filled with candy

Kisses.  This traditional Cookies & Kisses fundraiser for outreach was a wonderful success, with a total of

$640.00 contributed.  What joy we will have in the name of St. John’s in giving away this money to the needy!

We thank all of the ladies who baked the cookies at their homes, bagged them, and wrapped them so beauti-

fully:  Ann Rogers, Sylvia Augusto, Kathy Girard, Elfonda Filomeo, Linda Garing, Mary Knutsen, Beth Lindsley,

Paula Saubolle, Sharon Farnsworth, Linda Parker, Joanna Nightengale, Pat Fehling, and any others whom I

may have forgotten.  Without all of these dedicated women, this would not have been such a successful fundraiser.

As we continue to reflect and share the love of Christ, Compassion has again set upcoming dates for cooking at

the Salvation Army.  We have picked the following dates for this outreach:

March 16

June 15

October 19

Mark your calendars and be prepared to sign up to help with the cooking of a meal for these Friday nights.

Remember, you do not have to spend your money for any of the food that is prepared and served.  Compassion

will pay for all of the food that is served.  Look for sign-ups at the back of the church a couple of weeks prior

to these dates.  We again will need about five people to cook and serve on each date.

Discussions continue to go forward with the planning of our Mission 2007.  At the last meeting, plans were

started for a fundraiser to help support those interested in going on the mission.  Angela Garcia, 369-1671, is

our coordinator, so please call her for more information on the next meeting.

The next Compassion meeting will be held on March 1, at 6:30 pm, in the Hospitality Room of the church.  We

will be reviewing which agencies (local, national and international) will receive St. John’s monetary support.

We will also be discussing the Millennium Development Goals and how St. John’s and Compassion can

support them.  Come, join us and have a voice in our outreach support.

Patricia Fehling

Compassion Leader

“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ

loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”

- Ephesians 5:1-2
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FEBRUARY 10

A CELEBRATION WE WILL REMEMBER

Toward the end of January, Father Rick shared the good news that St. John’s was having company and we had

a short time to get ready.  The family was called together, ideas were shared, needs were identified, and word

quickly spread. Our phones started to ring with familiar questions: “What can I do?” and “What do you need?”

St. John’s was rolling up our sleeves and working together.

Windows were washed, cobwebs removed, light bulbs changed, weeds pulled, rooms vacuumed, invitations

mailed, and programs prepared. Resource material arrived from offices of the Episcopal Church. Plans were

made for parking;  pre-registration, on-site registration and greeters were organized; the press was contacted;

hosts for visiting clergy and liturgical teams stepped forward. Signs were made, meeting locations designated,

food shopping and preparation begun, child care arranged, ushers called, flowers arranged, rood screen tapes-

try and frames removed, and additional seating provided. Sound system operators prepared to make CD cop-

ies of the events. Eucharist and music was planned, acolytes were called, the altar guild prepared, and bread

bakers turned on their ovens.  First Aid kits were checked, an EMT member of the parish was contacted, a

photographer stepped forward, co-host churches were contacted, and numerous unforeseen logistics were

addressed.  Saturday, February 10, arrived; we were excited and ready!

Our Lord called many.  All heard his call; some answered by serving as coordinators:  Mary Ellen Beckman,

Dick and Janie Williams, Tony Ferrara, Roxy Woodard, Patsy Gorczyca, Sheryl McLord, Lucian Neely, George

Neely, Kathy Girard, Mary Knutsen, Steve Cook, Perry George, Ruth Diekman, Randy and Robin Knutson,

Mandi Sager, Marilyn Cook, Beth Elwood, Gwen Paden, Ann Marie Addler, Julie Buchmiller, and Pete Krengel.

Others answered by serving in one of the many areas of need: Bob Hoffman, Dave Friston, Cecil Brewer,

Doug Brown, Eric Patten, Jack Harkins, Nancy Neely, Andrea Matters, Cynthia Neely,  Jim Hickey, Bob &

Jeannette Clottu, Lila Smith, Joan Krack, Fern Davis, Vinita Shinn, Elfonda Filomeo, Dorothy Snyde, Patsy

Lithco, Ann Rogers, Charlotte Rosson, Barbara Jones, Gretchen Nelson, Martha Scott, Donna Hoffman, Frank

Pegg, Juan Torrez, Juan Torrez, Jr., Rich and Deb Shook, Corky Kuykendall, David Diekman, members of our

choir, Acolytes, Altar Guild, Lay Ministers, Designers Guild, and many congregations who stepped in to help

with child care, food, publicity, and other areas.

Andee Zetterbaum and The Rev. Mary Frances Schjonberg, Episcopal News Service, welcomed and hosted

reporters from the media.

Co-hosts were Father Rick Matters and Andee Zetterbaum, both of whom are leaders in Remain Episcopal.

February 10 was an awesome day.  The rains came, buses and people arrived, we fell in love with Bonnie

Anderson, president of the Episcopal Church’s House of Delegates.  Over 330 people attended, including

members from at least 15 different congregations in the diocese of San Joaquin.  During Bonnie’s address the

sun shone brightly; the rains resumed following our enthusiastic standing ovation.  Our Lord said, “I am

nourishing your soul and your land.”
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With every successful event, there is one special person at the helm. Because of Father Rick’s leadership, guidance,

and love, the leaders from the Episcopal Church chose to visit us.  Without his devotion we would not have experi-

enced this day of unity.

We thank everyone for your devotion to our Lord and for prayers offered on our behalf.  It was a joy to serve

and share many hugs with you. You moved a task from impossible, toward possible, and to a triumphal finish

in a few days. The parish of St. John’s is awesome and deserves a standing ovation.

Love, respect, and gratitude to everyone,

Ejae Brown and Yvonne Schildt, Event Leaders

L I TURGICAL NOTES

At the March 4, 10:30 liturgy we will offer our

second parish family intergenerational service.

The first such service was very well received and

you won’t want to miss the next one.  This ser-

vice is one of our responses to last year’s season

of discernment. All ages are most welcome.

FIRST COMMUNION CLASS

We are offering a class on Holy Communion.  This class is

for all ages, including parents or grandparents.  It is ap-

propriate for both those who have not received Holy

Communion and would like to do so for the first time

this Easter, and also for those who are already receiv-

ing Holy Communion and would like to learn more about

it.   We  will  meet  from 10:30 am  to  noon on Saturday,

March 17th.  Please call the office if you would like to

attend, or if you want further  information.
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ADORNMENT OF THE LITURGY

March 4:

Ida Mae Lobb in loving memory of her husband, Joe, for his birthday, March 3

Mrs. Jack Brooks in loving memory of her husband’s mother, Margaret Brooks, for her birthday, March 2

March 11:

Sara Heberle in loving memory of her husband, Edward, for his birthday, March 9

March 18:

Trude Glaves in loving memory of her husband, Henry, for his birthday, March 19, and for Henry’s father,

Henry Glaves, Sr., for his birthday, March 2

March 25:

Patricia Fehling in loving memory of her husband, Don

Bob and Patsy Gorczyca in loving memory of his mother, Stella, for her birthday, March 29
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A School of the Lord’s Service:

A Little School for Beginnings

Men’s Retreat

April 27 to April 29, 2007

Facilitator:  Father Basil Matthews
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CHILDREN’S PROGRAM

Wednesday Evenings During Lent

February 28 - April 4

Discovering God’s Beauty has been selected as the Wednesday evening Lenten Soup Supper theme for 2007.

Each week the children will have an opportunity to discover God’s beauty as seen through the lives of selected

Heroes of the New Testament. Children will learn about Jesus, as well as John the Baptist, Peter, Paul,

Timothy, and others during the Lenten Season. In encountering a different Bible hero each week, the children

will:

* Hear and/or read a Bible story related to the “Hero of the Week”

* Create a craft, an artistic representation, or other item related to the lesson

* Participate in games and activities

* Enjoy interactions with their friends at St. John’s

When needed, a homework area will be designated for those with an assignment to complete.

Ruth Diekman

369-2938

HELPING HANDS

Thank you, Barbara Jones and Charlotte Rossen, for

providing assistance for Helping Hands for the month

of February.

Volunteers for March are Frank Pegg and Ida Lobb.

Bless You!

If you know of a family or individual who is in need

of a meal, please call the church office, 369-3381,

or coordinator Donna Lind, 333-7396.

COFFEE HOUR MINISTRY

For February, we give thanks to Beth Elwood, Sara

Heberle, Kathy Girard, Vinita Shinn, Juanita and

Dwaine Sommer, John Spagnola, Sperry Utz, Joan

Krack and Lila Smith.  As always, the treats were

great!

We would like to take this time to say thank you to

our wonderful fellowship ministry; you guys are

awesome!   Thank you to the many hands that as-

sisted in making the Remain Episcopal event a huge

success! We are so proud to be a part of St. John's

and the kitchen crew!

God Bless,

Kathy Girard and Mary Knutsen
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NOTES FROM THE CHURCH MOUSE

Deb and Rich Shook received a call from their son, Rich Jr., informing them that he had been

selected for promotion to the rank of Brigadier General, USAF Reserve. They will be travel-

ing to Virginia the middle of March to take part in the “Pinning On” ceremony. Rich Sr., who

is a 22 year USAF Retired Veteran, couldn’t be prouder.

We grieve with the families of Frank Laney, Joe Cruz and Ignacia Garcia. God grant them

strength and peace in this time of sorrow.

Amanda Cariati , Devin and Jan Landreth’s daughter, auditioned and played her baritone as a freshman in the

San Joaquin County Honor Band.  Their concert was in Stockton at Delta College in January.  Congratulations,

Amanda !

Our own Julie Holzer won a writing contest. Way to go, Julie!

Fran Upshaw was married in January to Ernest Costa. She and her new husband will be moving to Florida

soon. Congratulations, Ernest and Fran! You will be missed.
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ADORNING THE ALTAR

FOR EASTER

__Check here if you participated last year and want your entry to remain the same.  Fill in only

your name on this form.  Finally, put your donation money and this form in the envelope pro-

vided and put it in “The Box”.

__Check here if you want to change last years wording, or if you are doing this for the first time.

Please fill out this form completely, place it and your donation money in the envelope provided

and put it in “The Box”.

A minimum donation of $25.00 is requested.  All paid adornments will be published in the Easter

bulletin and the May Newsletter.

Thank you!

ADORNMENT FORM FOR EASTER

Adornment in thanksgiving or in honor/memory of:  (circle one)

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Given by:  (print clearly)

________________________________________________________________________

Your phone number:  ___________________________________________________
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ST. JOHN’S SMALL GROUPS

Consider joining one of the study groups as a Lenten Discipline, then call the leaders of a group and become an

active participant with that group. You will be warmly welcomed and be rewarded for your involvement. Feel

free to bring a friend.  Group leaders will happily provide additional information.

During Lent, the Wednesday Evening Bible Study Group becomes an integral part of the Soup Supper each

Wednesday evening at the church. The focus during Lent will be the Psalms. Gathering time is at 5:50 pm. The

study begins promptly at 6:30 following supper and concludes at 7:30 pm. For additional information, please

contact Jay Hoellworth, 339-9090, or Father Rick, 369-3381.

Cursillo Reunion Groups meet on Mondays at noon year-round. The men’s group contact is Frank Pegg, 369-

9610; the women’s group contact is Marilyn Cook, 334-3197. All interested persons are welcome to attend.

St. Margaret’s Group will meet on the first and third Mondays, March 5 and 19, at 7:00 pm.  Please call

Claire Lima, 334-4047, or Sheryl McLord, 339-8062, for details and location. The group’s continuing study is

Celebrating Friendship, the Women of Faith Bible Study Series, by Judith Couchman.  The group is open to

all who are interested.

Study Group II has chosen the Lenten book selection, Loving Jesus by Mark Allan Powell as its study mate-

rial for the Lenten season.  All interested persons are welcome to join the discussion. Regular meetings are the

second and fourth Tuesdays, 9:15 am, at the Vintage. Please contact Catherine Beauchamp, 369-0770, or me,

for additional information.

Women of Faith Study Group will continue its regular schedule in March with meetings on the first and third

Thursdays, 9:00 am, at the home of Barbara Jones.  The study will be the book of  Ruth.  For information,

please call Barbara Jones, 368-6361 or Gretchen Nelson, 369-3952.

Bridge Tournament play continues.  Please check the schedule and stay current with your games.  Tournament

contacts are Sara Heberle, 368-5744, or me.

Singles Supper Club will meet on Friday, March 23, 6:00 pm, at Yvonne Schildt’s home. Lois Johnson will be

sharing hostess duties. For additional details, please call Yvonne, 365-0161, or Lois, 772-3677

Christian Yoga will meet each Monday at 9:00 am. Join Patsy Gorczyca and the class members, or call Patsy,

367-1812, for more information.

Ruth Diekman, 369-2938

Small Groups Coordinator
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MEN’S RETREAT

Our men’s retreat this year is A School of the Lord’s Service: A Little School for Beginning. We are pleased to

announce that Father Basil Matthews will be leading this retreat. Father Matthews is an experienced retreat

leader steeped in the spirituality of the Bible and the Book of Common Prayer. We will  meet at Mercy Center,

Auburn, from Friday evening,  April 27 to Sunday afternoon,  April 29.  Mark your calendars now and look for

more details in the April Newsletter.

MEN’S BBQ

Come one! Come all! Our next gathering will be on March 4, at 5:00 pm.  Soft drinks, water and wine are

available. The menu this month is “Duke’s Surprise,” so come and expect a delicious surprise. Bring your

friends.

SEEKING A YOUTH LEADER

A search committee is busy seeking a leader for our youth ministry. They have a written description of the

position, which you can receive by calling the parish office. Pass the word to others.  Also, please pray for the

committee members: Matt Bronson, Izzy Langone, Aine Peterson, and Greg Wright, and pray for the success of

their search.

SEEKING VOLUNTEER MUSICIANS

We are ready to move forward on the next step of implementing our children’s 10:30 am worship in the

chapel.  As soon as we have the musician(s) to lead the singing, we can begin. Please consider whether you

could serve by playing the piano, guitar or other instrument.  Pass the word on.
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Our mission is to celebrate and extend

the love of Christ from within the

Episcopal tradition.

A GLORIOUS CELEBRATION WITH BONNIE ANDERSON

What exactly happened on Saturday, February 10?  Approximately 330 people gathered between 11:00 am and

4:00 pm.  We celebrated the Eucharist, enjoyed company over lunch, heard a message from Bonnie Anderson,

held a panel discussion with questions and answers, sang hymns and offered prayers.

At a deeper level we experienced Christ’s love by practicing being the church. We were also honored to

welcome Bishop Schofield and a number of other people who have been advocating schism. Their presence

gave us an opportunity to practice the charity, respect and oneness in Christ that we advocate. With the

presence of visitors across a full range of opinions, we could experience loving each other from within that

diversity. We practiced what we preach!  We blessed God for a glorious day.

The other thing we experienced was the faithful dedication of many members. Over 50 St. John’s people served in

various capacities.  In addition, many others served by attending the event, which was appreciated. We graciously

welcomed a national church leader, as well as various visitors, including a few reporters, and we hosted many

members of our diocese. Yvonne and Ejae wrote an extensive thank-you, but I would like us to give them a special

thank-you for coordinating our momentous and complex efforts.  Well done!
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H oly  W eek  and  E aster  Sch edu le

April 1  to  A pril 8 , 2007

Sunday  o f th e  P assion : P a lm  Sunday
8 :30* and  10 :30* am

M aundy Thu rsday
12 :10  and  7 :00 * pm

The W atch
8 :00  pm  Thursd ay  to  7 :00  am  F riday

Good  F riday
7 :00  am

12:00  E cum en ica l Serv ice a t F irst U n ited  M ethod ist

7 :00* pm

G reat V ig il o f E aster
9 :00  pm  Satu rday

10 :30  pm  E aster  F east

Easter D ay
8 :30* and  10 :30*

E gg  H un t Fo llow s

O pportun ities fo r  P rivate  C on fession

F rid ay  3 :00  to  5 :00  pm  and  Satu rday 2 :00  to  4 :00  pm

*N ursery  C are P rov id ed
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MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

 4: Cynthia and Lucian Neely

29: Patsy and Bob Gorczyca

Sylvia and Erik Patten

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

 1: Trude Glaves

Arabella Mills

 2: Kathy Bell

 3: Frank Pegg

Lisa Wallace

 5: Ann Marie Addler

 6: Claire Lima

 8: Danielle Geist

 9: Karen Trueman

10: Margaret Meyer

11: Ryan Bedford

John Matters

12: Amanda Cariati

Melissa Johnson

13: Amanda Reynolds

14: Mary Dawson

Allison Williams

16: Bill Olson

17: Ron Buck

19: Michelle Cook

20: Andee Zetterbaum

23: Chris Morgan

25: Devin Landreth

Dee Mayfield

Erin Toomey

Carolyn Wilson

26: Kimberly Bronson

27: Jennifer Bond

Linda Harkins

Nicholas Hudson

29: Bob Gorczyca

31: Angie Garcia
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PLEDGES MADE EASY

Save time, simplify your life, and support our parish!  We’re keeping up with the times by offering our mem-

bers and friends a new way to help our ministry.  Our new Electronic Giving program is an automated program

which will allow you to make contributions without having to lift a pen to write a check or reach into your

wallet for cash!

It is fast, safe and easy!  In fact, it is less risky than checks, as it cannot be lost, stolen or destroyed, and the rate

of accuracy is high.  The electronic transfer will cost you NOTHING.  St. John’s will issue you a donation

statement for your tax records, and your bank statements will provide you with a record of transfers as addi-

tional proof of your contributions.  Donations via electronic transfer can be made to our general or building

fund, or any fund you request.

Here is how it works:

You authorize a specified amount of money to be electronically transferred directly from your checking or

savings account to St. John’s account.  You also specify the frequency of the transfer: weekly, monthly, quar-

terly, or annually.  To sign up for this new giving option and have your donations transferred electronically to

St. John’s account on a regular basis, please stop by the office and fill out an authorization form.

You can always cancel your authorization of transfer at any time by notifying us in writing.  But we believe that

once you have enjoyed the convenience and savings of this new program, you won’t want to go back.
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EVENTS IN MARCH

Sunday, March 4: Men’s BBQ, 5:00 pm

Wednesday, March 7: Lenten Soup Supper Program, 6:00 pm

Monday, March 12: Vestry Meeting, 7:00 pm

Wednesday, March 14: Lenten Soup Supper Program, 6:00 pm

Thursday, March 15: Newsletter Deadline

Wednesday, March 21: Lenten Soup Supper Program, 6:00 pm

Flowers to Art Trip

Wednesday, March 28: Lenten Soup Supper Progrram, 6:00 pm

Thursday,  April 5: Maundy Thursday, 7:00 am, 12:00 pm, 7:00 pm

The Watch, 8:00 pm

         (Please call the church office, 369-3381, for specifics on any of the above.)



ONGOING EVENTS

Sundays: Holy Eucharist:  8:30 am

Godly Play: 8:30 am, Hospitality Room (grades K to 6)

Nursery Care:  8:30 am to noon

Holy Eucharist: 10:30 am

Preschool Class: 10:30 am, nursery (ages 3 and 4)

Godly Play: 10:30 am, Hospitality Room (grades K to 6)

Men’s BBQ: 5:00 pm, church (first, alt. months)

Youth Bells: 6:00 - 6:45 pm, church

Youth Group:  6:45 - 8:00 pm, church

Mondays: Morning Prayer:  8:30 am (M-F)

Christian Yoga group: 9:00 am, Patsy Gorczyca

Cursillo men’s group:  noon, Frank Pegg

Cursillo women’s group:  noon, Marilyn Cook

Evening Prayer: 5:30 pm (M-F)

Tuesdays: Study Group II:  9:15 am, Ruth Diekman (second and fourth)

Wednesdays: Holy Eucharist:  12:10 pm, chapel

Choristers Rehearsal: 4:30 pm, church

Bible Study Group, 6:30 pm

Choir Rehearsal: 7:30 - 9:00 pm, church

Thursdays: Fellowship Ministry:  Mary Knutsen and Kathy Girard (third)

Compassion Ministries:  6:30 pm, Hospitality Room (first)

Fridays: Singles’ Supper Club:  6:00 pm, Susan Burke (fourth, alt. months)
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